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Fair Roſamond. 
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CHA FE | 
he Familily of Fair Reſamond, with a 
Deſcription of her Perſon. 


* 


HERE ſprung from the ancient and 
moſt noble houſe. of the Cliffords, a 
gamſel named Roſamond, daughter to the 

Lord Walter Clifford. Her beauty was 
coucied under her name. She was Nature's 
malter-piece, arid one of the faireſt Roſes that 
ver Fouriſhed upon the earth. N 

This Lady as ſhe grew in years grew in fſa- 
our each year, adding to her great perfections 


85 (4a) 

And having attained unto fome years, 
carried her praiſe into foreign places, when 
me was not only the common diſcourſe 
our nation, but the table talk of remote cog 
tries. 

One thing, as being the ſhort way of gui 
our readers a ſketch of her match'e(s beay 
and which very much tended to the ruin 
Roſamond we muſt not on it.— Once, wi 
King Henry and one of his courtiers were! 
gether, the King taking an opportunity 
commend with more than ordinary heat 0 
ef the court, the courtier told him, | 
#hought that he prafſed her more than her p 
fections deſerved hüt that he had a niece, whd 
beauty was peerleſe, and then began to ti 
of her as the moſt heautiful of the creatid 
telling the King, chat her eyes ſparkled like i 
twin ſtars; Her forchead was like a havent 
ohryſtal, her &ye-brows ſhone like jet, a (pt 
of roſes and lillies were in her cheeks! 
mixed, that nature never before made 
fair a mixture of red and white. 

To be brief, he told the King fhe was n 
ture's maſter-piece, who when ſhe had mil 
her, cried, A lucky hit! and tbræw away tt 
mould, that none ſo lovely and chartl 
might come after, to dazzle the eyes of mi 
kind, and wound their hearts. — The K 
hearing this relation, could not but ſmile w 
oy, and demanded of him in what corfier 


n 


he earth ſo fine 4 lbeauty could be hid. At 
his the courtier perceiving he had gone too 
ſar, and the King began to he enamoured at 
the bare report, would have drawn his words 
in again, telling the King he had made this 
report only to ſet forth a perfect beauty to the 
life, But the King perceiving by the copl- 
neſs of the reply there was more than ordinary 
in it, ordered him to ſpeak the truth. And 
che courtier fearing the King's diſpleaſure, 
'@ plainly faid, There is a lady, daughter to 
Walter Lord Clifford, of whom many noble 
W perſons have been enamoured, and have 
xl fought her in marriage, but have been denied, 
on account of her tender years. 
tl It was not long ere the King reſolved to 
make a tour to her father's houſe, and com- 
ill ing there he was welcomed by the lady, who, 
a feariog his deſign, ordered her daughter not 
to co ne into the King's preſence. But the 
h TY finding ſhe wasa Lady, who fearing 
wat his delign was, ordered their daughter 
not to come into his preſence. But the King 
' Fils ling ſhe was at kore, demanded to ſee her, 
WM vo'ving he would not dine till he had. So 
chat all her excules of illneſs availed nothing. 
Then ſhe was ordered to put on her beſt ap- 
a Þirc!, and come down, that the might pay 
ber duty unto the King; which ſhe did in 
be not coo:tly manner, her bluſhes, if po 
ne, adding to her beauty, ſo that at the 
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firſt fight ſhe appeared in his eyes like a brig 
angel; whereupon he eagerly ſaluted „t 
and dinner being placed upon the table, þ 
commanded ſhe ſhould fit down, cauſing hy 
to be placed directly over againſt him, g 
whole pretty eyes he ſo long gazed, chat k 
forgot ſometimes to eat. 


CHAP: M6 


| How the King gained the Love of Fait 
” Roſamond. a / 


HE King having beenhighly entertained] 
by Roſamond's father, he had ſevera 
opportunities of difcourſing in private _with 
the charming virgin, whom he ſo much won 
upon by preſents of rich jewels, and other 
coſtly things, that he raiſed ambition in her. 
tender breaſt, that before was a ſtranger to it, 
and often proteſted, that, was the Queen to 
die, he would raiſe her to the dignity of the 
crown, | 
He alſo beſtowed his gold liberally on the 
woman who had the care of her education 
which ſo blinded her, and prevailed over her 
conſcience, that ſhe promiſed him to do all 
that was in her power to further his wiſhed-tor 
happineſs, And ſo taking leave of his be- 
loved Roſamond, with many loving kiſſes, he 
Ceparted, 
The king immediately returned to his pa- 
lice, but could never be at reſt for the vio- 


5 lent paſſion which ſtill reigned in his breaſt; 
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he could not ſleep in the night, nor attend 
nis councils in the days. ; 

At length he refolved to write to Roſe 
mond, let his fate be whatever it wouid; ; and 
accorgingly he wrote a letter to her, 1 in which 
he told her, It was ſhe who was his guardin 
angel z that he bela her more dear than hi 
crown ; and affured her, 1h it his .ſtay from 
her ſhould not be long, promiſing to ſet he 
in a very glittering ſphere ; ; and coucluding 
with defiring her to ſend him a line of comfy 
rem her own hand. 

Tais letter ſomewhat ſurpriſed Roſamond, 
that ſhe could not tell how to proceed, hou: 
ever, ſhe reſolved to ſhew it her governeisM; 
who no ſooner faw ir than ſhe inwardly re 
joiced, and ſmiling at Roſamond, adviſed 10 Z 
to fend the Kivg a favourableanſwer, and no 3; 
let roo much modeſty hinder her from being 
miſtreſs to ſo great a King. This made he 
blaſn, ſtruggling hard with herſelf, until at 
{aft this crafty matron uſed ſo many preſſing 
arguments, that ſhe conſented to return the 
King an anſwer, telling him, Phat ſhe wa 
greatly aft. niſhed at receiving his letter; but 
as to being placed in a littering ſphere, ſk 
never wiſhed for it; nor dared to think wha 
was his Majeſty's meaning for it; only al: 
ſuring him, That in whatever was agreeabie t 
the rules of ſtrict modeſty, ſhe was I 
Myeſty's moſt very hurt ble ſervant, Tik 
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lac 


governeſs having got this letter from the yo] g 
lady, ſent it to the King 3 who, upon rectus 


ing it, kiſſed it an hundred times, reſ@lynig 
WY not to be long without theenj oy ment of this 
fair creature; which, however, he found ſome 
difficulty in effecting, as the next chapter will 


make appear. | 


CHAP; 


8 


er. m. 


The King, after much Difficulty, vets Re 
| ſamond to Court. 


T happened that Lady Clifford going int 
her daughter's 4 accidentally eſpid 
the King's letter to Roſamond, at which be 
ing greatly ſurpriſed, ſhe called her davghte 
and aſked her the meanipg of that letter? t 
Roſamond was as much ſurpriſed at the quel 
tion, and not knowing what anfwer to mak 
made her bluſhes paſs for one. Her motha 
took the letter in her hand to Lord Cliffen 
ho was much diſturbed thereat, an bol 
came together to Roſamond's chamber, an 
upbraided her with being a concubine to ti 
King. Roſamond a- this kneeling dov 
ſolemnly pyoteſted, That ſhe was Al put 
and unblemiſhed virgin, and had even girl 
herſelf up to the King vs embrac-s, or hat 
any other perſon. 

This ſol ma proteſſ ation ſome what ape! 
ed her tather's ang-r, who for the ſa: 10H. 
of hi. mind, di fir d EM to tell the whole rm 
Which ſhe did, from the firſt courtſhip of th 
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M 
King, to the receiving of the fetter. 
When they had heard her ſtory, they 
both adviſed her againſt yielding to the King's 
embraces, and told her that for her own ſecu - 
rity ſhe had better go to a kinſman of his at 
Cornwall, and reſide ſome time. / 


To this Roſamond agreeing,” they ſent her 
and her governeſs to Cornwall, where they 
thought ſhe would be fate. / But all their en- 
deavours were in vain 3 for the governeſs 
being largely bribed by King Henry, was all 
this while the grand intriguer in this love affair, 
who ſent the King a full account of all things 
that had paſſed, and how far they were 8 f 
to take the air. 


4 


King Henry having this intelligence reſolved 
to have her out of their hands, and thereu 
ſent for her uncle, who being come, he told 
him he had a piece of ſervice to eommand him 
in, which was to go to his kinſman's in Corn- 
wall, and ule his beſt endeavours to bring Ro- 
amond to the court, wiRout her parents 
knowledge. 

Her uncle was ſomewhat Jurpriſed at the 
king's demand, but the conſideration of !of- 
ing t the great offices he held under the King 
made him undertake the ungratefnl ſervice 
Which was impoſed upon him. Accordingly 
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coming to wfiere the King had directed hin 
bo made as if he had called by chance, being 
come About other buſineſs. After ſome -dil- 
cdourſe he aſked her if ſhe would go up to court, 
to: which the ſeeming not much unwilling, 
Without any more ado; he provided a chariot 
For her journey, and attended by her gover- 
nes, brought her to court, and put her in 
Jome private lodging appoitad for her recep- 


. „ P 


Her uncle having acquainted the King that 

-The was come, and how he had diſpoſed of 
her, he came that night to viſit her; arid now 
+ Jeong that beauty in its full bloom, which 
before was but blooming, he was ſurpriſed 
both with wonder and amazement. 


— 
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After ſome love dilcourſe had paſſed be- 
tween them, the King took his Icave, telling 
her, He. g ould not diſturb her that night, 
ad account of the fatigue of the journey, but t 
that he would viſit her-again ſhortly. S0 h. 
| Charging hc. uncle to have a particular regard te 
to herz 2nd fee that the wanted nothing, he ff 
7. departed, | 


Her gvverneſs did all ſhe could to 1 erſuade Fl , 
her to yield to the King's ecabraces, ut Ro- 
famond ſeemed averle to it, her father's words 
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in her mind; The King having 


lei runaing 


ziſited Roſamond two or three times, began - | 


to grow impatient, and thought it was high 
time to have ſome cloſe converſation with her: 
and if poſſible to make her ſubmit to his em- 
braces. For this end hs came ene evening, 
and told her, He perceived that ſhe. had not 
the value tor him which ke thought ſhe had. 


Roſamond not underſtand the king's mean- / 
ing proteſted, That ſo great a value ſhe had 


for him, that was ſhe to ſee him wounded,” 


and her heart's blood would dohim any good, 
ſhe would freely reſign it for him. To this 
the King, fetching a ſigh, anſwered, Ah ! my 
Roſamond, ſince you will force me to ſpeak, 
Know it 1s your beauty that hath wounded 
me, love calls for love, neither can my wounds 
be cured without enjoymeat. 


Roſamond was extremely ſurpriſed at what 
the King had ſaid, aud begged him to ask 


her life, or any thing that was in her power ; 


to give, ſo it was not her honour. The King 
was mightily ſurpriſed to tear ſuch words from 
her, as thinking to have made an eafy con- 
queſt; and was as much in love with her 
virtue, as he was with her beauty. 


The King having left Roſamond went to 1 
her governets, and told her What a repulſe be 1 | 


Z a= 
had met with from Romond inſtead of that 
enjoyment he expected. She as one that was 
' hardened” in wickedneſs, anſwered, if your 
Majeſty woull be adviſed by me, I could put 
you n a way to ſucceed, which is, you ſhall 
come into my chamber at night, and-I will 
convey. you to Roſamond when ſhe is afl eep. 
t this contrivance the King was much 
Pleaſed, and accordingly was with her at the 
time appointed, and was conveyed into Roſa- 
mond's chamber, | | 
She was aſleep when he firſt went to- bed, 
but lay ing cloſer to her than her governeſs 
uſed-to do, ſhe waked of herſelf, and then 
the the King diſcovered himſelf. 


It is not eaſy to imagine how gfeat was the 

{urprife that Roſamond was in at this diſcovery, 
and fain would the have got out of bed, but 
the King would not let her. She made ma- 

ny efforts to get away, but finding them all 

in vain, ſhe at laſt yielded herſelf to the 

King's embraces, Which pleaſed him ſo well, 
that before morning he pleaſed her too. 


For a time theſe lovers of'en met, and 
enjoyed their wanton] dalliances; but the 
King had been wont to ſhew the ſame kind- 
neis to others, who finding! themſel ves neg- 
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en | 
lefted for this peerleſs beauty, ſoon ſprea 
abroad the King's familiarity with Roſa- 
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CHAP. IV. 


The King buiids a Bower for Rofamand, aa 
| oon after leaves her. | 


HE envious Queen Eleanor, when the 
| perceived neither kind words nor threats 
would wean the King's love from his new mil- 
treſs, ſet her engines to work to fright her from 
his arms, and ſeveral letters were dropt in her 
lodgings, threatening her deſtruction, which 
were ſhewn to the King; whereupon he ap- 

pointed a ſtrong guard to wait upon her at 
home and abroad. And to remove her far- 
ther from the Queen's fight, he cauſed a fine 
palace to be built at Wocdſtbck, in Oxford- 
ſhire, which was ſo very ingeniouſly contrived 
that none could enter intothe apartment where 
_ Roſamond generally refided, without the 

help of a filver thread. 5 | 


This more vexed the enraged Queen, 
wherefore ſhe conſulted with her ſons, then 
men grown, how to be revenged ; and after 
many. things propoſed, it was agreed that 
Prince Richard ſhould go and join the French, 
to raiſe war againſt his father in Normandy» 
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.. 

which if affected ſpeedily, would draw the 
King to the aid of his ſubjects, and ſo in bis 
abſence the Queen might the better effect the 
ruin of Roſamond. | 23 4 

Prince Richard immediately went to the 
tak, which when the King heard he raiſed 
an army, reſolved to paſs the ſeas, and put 
an end to thoſe tumults. Roſamond, ou | 
the heard this diſmal news, threw herſelt on 
the ground, tearing her hair, and lamenting of 
her hard fortune; in which condition the 
King found her when he come to bid her 
tarcwel; and when ſhe ſaw him, ſhe fell on 
his neck, crying, Ah! my deareſt Prince, is 
= fortune fo unkind to us, that we 78 ſo 
oon part? and, as m aging ſoul fore- 
bodes, for the laſt Rr Ka — yy Oh 
take me with you, for there is no ſaſety for 
me in this world, but in your royal camp, 

She would have proceeded, but t! e King 
ſtopped her mouth with many tender kiſſes, 
and interrupting her, ſaid, My faireſt Roſe, 
you are not fit to brook the toils of war, la- 
Cres cannot endure the fatigues and hardſhips 
of camps. peace and dc-ligh&ul pleaſcires are 
moſt agreeable to their tempers. He then 
called to hm Sir Thomas her uncle, to whom 
he faid, I commit this ineftimable jewel to 
your care, and command you on your lite 
t at none be permitted to ſee her till | return. 


And, my fair miſtreſs, I ſhall often write 0 .U0 


"Ee F 3 7 
you, and expect your anſwers. But, Roſa- 
mond, continued the King, 1 think there is 
ſomething ſo mournful in this our parting, 
that I could hang for ever oh thy neck ; but 
J have far to go, and muſt haſten. And lg 


have I, faid Rolamond, if death is far. And 


ſo in tears they parted. 
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On the King's Departure, the Queen find 
Means to enter the Bower, and murders 
Fair Roſamond, | - 


AIR, but diſconſolate Roſamond, as 

ſoon as the King was out of fight, with 
a diſmal ear piercing cry, threw herſelf down 
upon the couch, and fell into a ſwoon ; from 
which, when her attendants recovered her, 
ſhe ſo often fainted, that her maids had much 
ado to keep life in her; but when ſhe recov- 
cred ſhe gave herſelt up to deep ſorrow, and 
melancholy, refuſing to be comforted for ſe- 
veral weeks, her ſleep ſtill going from her, 
and when ſhe flumbered a little, ſhe ftarted, 
crying, O ſave me, ſave me, here is the 
Queen! ſhe has got me at laſt! and with the 
fright ſhe awaked, ſcared and terrified with 
her dreams. Nor was it without reaſon that 
Roſamond was thus afflicted in hermind, for 
all this while Queen Eleanor was plotting her 
deſtruction: To effect whcih ſhe herſelfpropoſ- 
edit to ſome favourites whom ſhe raiſed from 
2 low condition, to a high promotion; but 
hey ſtarted at it, as at thing full of danger, 
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| danger, ſeeing if it was known, their lives 
Would ſurely be forfeited and loſt at the King's 

return, unleſs they fled the land and left all 
behind them. 


This ſo enraged the jealous Queen, that 


"the reviled them with reproaches of cowardice 
and ingratitude, for the many favours ſhe 


had heapeu upon them, which with ſome per- 
ſvafions and large offers, prevailed ſo far with 


ſome of her domeſtics, that they reſolved to 


ſtand by her in any dangerous attempt. 


lt being ſummer time, ſhe undertook a 


progreſs, as ſhe gave it out for health, attend- 
ed by the conſpiritors, appointing a ſet time 
for her companions to hide themſelves in a 
cave that was near the bower, and at the found 


of a horn to do as ſhe required: at the ſame 


time giving one of them directions to dre!s 
like a poſt- man, and carry a letter as if it 
came frem the King, and when he had de- 
livered it to blow his horn. 


This cunning device tœok, for the too 
eredulous knight ſeeing only the} poſtman, 
came without the gate, hen upon the ſignal 
given thoſe in ambuſh ruſh d upon him ,-- He 


fought valiantly with them, and was fecond- 


& by the guards, but being overpuwered by 


— h __———— 


1 | 

$M numbers, he was flain, with many of the 
guards belonging to both parties. The fight 

I being over, and the gates ſcized by her party, 
the Queen came to the palace, and getting 
the .filver clue, ſhe entered the bower, and 

tin an upper room ſhe found the beauteous and 

e Fair Rocamond, ſhining bright like an angel. 


— Fair Roſamond, when ſhe ſaw the angry 
Ou en before her, trembled frum head to foot, 
off and falling on her knees, implored her mercy 
and pardon'for her offences, and begged ſhe 
would forgive her fur a crime ſhe was con- 
ſtrained to act, and promiſed immediateiy to 
ddoiſter up herlelf in a nunnety, leave the 
Kingdom, or do any thing eiſe her Majeſty re- 
quired of her. | 


— — —— — 


The Queen being inflexible, told her none 
of her excuſes would prevail; and preſenting 
ker with a bowl of poiſon and a dagger, ſay- 
ing, You harlot, now make your choice; 

F your curious and dainty palate cannot re- 
liſn poifon, 1 have got ſteel for you, 4 


The ſorrowful Lady perceiving there wass 
n+ remedy, but ſhe mult die, ſtocd upon ber 
fett, and with abundacce of tears, ar d PH ‚ο,ο 
vringing of her hands, ſhe begged merty vi. 
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God for her youthful fins and failings, defiring 
that all other ſtately beauties might be warned 
by her fall, not to be proud and aſpiring, but 
rather contented with a lowly ſtate and condi- 
tion, and often ealling for mercy, ſhe with 
trembling hands. put the bowl up to her 


mouth, and drank- the poiſon which ended 
her life. | 


The Queen had her buried with the reſt 


that were flain, and ſo departed, rejoicing in 
the ſucceſs her revenge had upon her rival, 


but little thought of the miſery it would pull 
on her own head, 


* . The King ſoon-after returned home, but 
had no ſooner news of this tragical end, then 
- his great joy was turned into mourning, and 
in diſtraction ke rent his robes, ſhut himſelf 
up in a chamber, and would not ſuffer any 
one to ſpeak to him for many days. 
When the King had a little eaſed his grief, 
he ſummoned his Judges, and ordered them 
to make a ſtrict enquiry for thoſe that were 
guilty of this moſt heinous offence ; who fear- 
ing his diſpleaſure, were ſo dilgent therein, 
that poſt of them were apprehended, tried, 
and put to the moſt cruel tortures ; and they 
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xccuſed the queen, and laid the blame on her, 
Io was not able te bear herſelf out, for ſo 
t berce was the King's indignation, that niether 
ber apviogies, tears, nor the interceſſion of tht 


» WI 0obles in her behalf could appeaſe his wrath 
rid anger; but ſhe berg a foreign Princeſs, 
d ber life was ſpared, yet the King not only 


renouriced her, but confined her for his life, 
me in a Cloſe impriſonment, commanding, if 


hne died there her body ſhould not be buried, 
but there mGuldcr to duſt. Nor would he 
ef, Miorgive her at his death (for ſhe out-lived 
em im) and was ſet at liberty after his diſ- 
ere [ee by her fon Richard, who ſucceeded 
ar-MW'm ; and the Queen, conſidering the hard- 
in, ups of impriſonment by experience, ſhe hx 
ed, Mir own liberality, and the inteteſt ſhe had 
en th her On, for the moſt part ſeis thepriſon 
bites Open, as Well to criminals @ debtors. 


1 ” * 3 
ip Henry 6 thus wreaked his ven 
Frapee on che murderers of his lovely Rell 
| mod „czuſed her body to be taken dg 

that Sbſeure grave wherein the queen , 
© .. Cauſed, her to be lid, and hinged. with 8 

| LOT funeral ponip at Godſtow, in*Oxtond 

Türe, erecting to her memory a very {tate 
tomb, on which Was his inſcription: 
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Within this romb Ties the world's. chield 
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